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I will make you a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach 
to the ends of the earth.  -- Isaiah 49:6b

JANUARY 15, 2017   I   THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

S T .  B E N E D I C T  P A R I S H  A N D  P R E P A R A T O R Y  S C H O O L

Dear Family of Faith, 
Eighteen months ago, shortly after Pope Francis 
assigned Cardinal Cupich to the Archdiocese 
of Chicago, Cardinal Cupich initiated an 
Archdiocesan process called “Renew My 
Church”.  His goal is to inspire vitality throughout 
the Archdiocese by encouraging renewed 
evangelization, increasing awareness of vocations 
and provide for ongoing leadership for all those 
who minister in the Church.   At the same time, 
I, along with Fr. Don Nevins, were invited to co-
chair a priest steering committee that has been 
meeting for the past eighteen months.  Hard 
work among the priest steering committee and 
the Archdiocesan Pastoral Staff has successfully 
brought us to the great point where we are today.   
“Renew My Church” has become the hopeful 
vision for the future of our Archdiocese and an 
initiative that is already conjuring up creativity.   
     As the process has been ongoing, more 
priest personnel resources are needed to bring 
“Renewal” to our local Church.  To that end, 
Cardinal Cupich has assigned me to work with 
the “Renew My Church” team on a full-time basis.  
This is a profound honor and privilege, but one 
that comes with significant transition for me and 
St. Ben’s.  My new assignment with the “Renew 
My Church” initiative begins July 1st of this year 
and it is with a sad, yet hope-filled heart that I 
share the news of this transition.  
The past four and a half years, here at St. Ben’s, 
has been a powerful gift for me and a deep 
honor.  You have welcomed me into your 
family with open arms and you have 
committed yourself to your “faith home” 
with unmeasurable generosity.  

Thank you for that!  My hope was to be able to 
serve two six-year terms here, but the Holy Spirit 
works in ways that are beyond our imagination, 
hopes and dreams.  
     As I write this note, President Obama is saying 
farewell to the nation.  I hope to take the next 
six months to say farewell to you, my “family of 
faith”.  I have addressed you in this way for the 
past four and a half years and I will always hold 
you in my heart as much as I hold my biological 
family in my heart.  The love you shared with 
me, the grief we shared together, the hope we see 
in your children’s lives, the joy of the committed 
relationship, and the freedom and joy of the 
single life, we all shared together.  For this I will 
be eternally grateful.  Thank you from the bottom 
of my heart for the honor of being a part of your 
family of faith.      
     We all know that transition and change is not 
welcome.  In fact the only person that enjoys 
change is a baby with a dirty diaper.  In this 
pastor change, I invite us to rely on the Spirit 
that moves so powerfully here at St. Ben’s.  The 
same Spirit that guided our amazing Christmas 
Concert will accompany our parish in this pastor 
change. The same Spirit that will be with over 
50 teens in Confirmation, will accompany the 
whole parish.  The same Spirit that guides our 
faculty and catechists everyday will accompany 
this transition.  The same Spirit that draws people 
together in friendship will draw you closer to 
the next pastor.  

     Speaking of the new pastor, let me share 
a little about the pastor change process 
which is pretty straight forward.  St. 
Benedict parish will be open-listed along 
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with the other parishes that are in need of a 
pastor for July 1st, including St. Clement, St. 
Gertrude, St. Edward, in addition to a couple 
dozen others.  Priests who are in the process 
of change will receive information about these 
parishes, pray about serving these parishes, 
and then make the results of their prayer and 
discernment known to the Priest Placement 
Board.  All the information is collected and 
brought to a meeting with the auxillary bishops, 
Cardinal Cupich and the Placement Board.  It is 
here where the recommendations are finalized 
and approved by the Cardinal.  I think this 
happens in March.  Please pray for our next 
pastor, that the Spirit fill him with the joy and 
honor of serving here at 
St. Ben’s.          
     Please know that our amazing team here is 
well poised to be able to initiate and support the 
new pastor.  I will tell everyone that asks about 
St. Ben’s that we have the best parish team I 
have ever seen assembled.  (I am a little biased, 

I know.)   From our Education mission to our 
Human Concerns Commission, and all the ones 
in between, we are truly blest with outstanding 
church workers.  I have never seen a team work 
harder, serve in a more dedicated way and respect 
one another more deeply.  I believe that the new 
pastor will have an outstanding team with whom 
to minister.   
     Similarly, I will never forget my first Sunday at 
St. Benedict, when I stood on the sidewalk after 
my first Mass.  I was overwhelmed by the number 
of people who came streaming out of Mass, purse 
in tow, kids in tow, and mother-in-law in tow.  I 
can say that that moment was the only moment 
that overwhelmed me!  What a beautiful faith 
community God has created here and we continue 
to build!  I am deeply honored to have served 
here and will use the next six months to share my 
gratitude with each of you.   Please pray for me, 
for the new pastor coming in July, and be assured 
of my daily prayer for you.   With sadness and 
hopefulness, Fr. Jason     

LET US BE LOVING, HOPEFUL 
AND OPTIMISTIC AND WE’LL 

CHANGE THE WORLD.
J. LAYTON
1950-2011


