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ST .  BENEDICT PARISH AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL

The Steward
JANUARY 28, 2018  I  THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MASS SCHEDULE  Saturday: 5 PM    Sunday: 7:30 AM, 9 AM, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon & 6:30 PM         RECONCILIATION  Saturdays: 11 AM
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     This week’s Gospel, Mark reminds us 
of one of Jesus’s most important roles that he 
fulfilled while here on Earth, Jesus was a teacher.  
Jesus always set such a wonderful example for 
all to follow; those of us who have the privilege 
to serve at St. Benedict Preparatory School, we 
work very hard to teach our students not only 
who Jesus is, but to love and serve others as He 
did.  The end of January is always a special time 
in Catholic Schools.  Across the country, Catholic 
Schools Week is being celebrated as a special 
time to recognize the important role that Catholic 
Education plays in the lives of our students, 
faculty and staff and our community.
     The theme for this year’s Catholic Schools 
Week is LEARN. SERVE. LEAD. 
SUCCEED.  At St. Benedict Preparatory 
School we will be doing many fun 
activities to celebrate this special week 
and the gift of our Catholic School.

     We will be kicking off the week with an open 
house today (Sunday) after the 10:30 Mass.  We 
invite our current families, prospective families 
and parishioners to come visit our school and 
check out all of the wonderful and exciting things 
that are happening.
     
ON MONDAY, students and faculty will be 
celebrating our community by going Crazy for 
St. Benedict!  Students will be able to wear crazy 
hair and crazy socks to school.  The Secondary 
School students will be hosting a pep rally for 
our 1st through 5th graders, celebrating our 
school spirit!  Benny the Bengal will be bringing 

the fun and spirit to our Preschoolers and 
Kindergarteners.  Our students will also 

take the time to write thank you notes to 
their parents for choosing St. Ben’s as their 
school.

Come, let us bow down in worship;let us kneel before the LORD who made us.
-- Psalm 95:6

Rachel Waldron, 
Head of Early Childhood

Catholic Schools Week 2018
SUCCEED.LEARN. SERVE. LEAD.
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ON TUESDAY, we will celebrate all of the 
people who make St. Ben’s such a wonderful 
place each day – our faculty, staff and volunteers.  
Today students will be able to dress like a 
teacher, one our favorite days!  The students do 
such a great job of representing the teachers, 
assistants and even the administrators.  We will 
definitely be looking forward to the creativity 
shown by the students.  We will also have our 
monthly Prayer Buddy activity, where our older 
students and younger students team up to do a 
project together.  This week the prayer buddies 
will collaborate to make thank you cards for all 
of those who help at St. Ben’s each and every day.

ON WEDNESDAY,  we will gather as a school 
and participate in a Mass together.  As this is 
the most important thing that we do as a school 
community, the Mass will be the focus of our 
day.  Students will participate in Mass as a 
Kindergarten through Grade 12 group.

ON THURSDAY, we will be celebrating our 
nation.  Students will be able to dress down in 
red, white and blue or to share National Pride by 
wearing something that represents their heritage.  
This allows our students to share their stories 
and their background to celebrate the diversity 
that makes our country so great.  The elementary 
school classes will also take part in a Saint 
guessing jar activity.
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ON FRIDAY,  we will celebrate our school 
pride and school spirit.  The kids will be 
dressed in school spiritwear.  The Preschool and 
Kindergarten students will get to participate in 
the Bengal Mini-Olympics and showcase their 
growing motor skills and athletic abilities.  The 
1st through 5th grade students will showcase 
their gifts and talents in our annual Talent 
Show.  Talents such as dance, martial arts, 
comedy, athletics and more will take place in the 
afternoon.  On Friday evening we will celebrate 
the gifts of our student athletes during 8th grade 
basketball games, as well as the accomplishments 
of our Cross Country team in between basketball 
games.  The Secondary School students will 
conclude Catholic Schools week with their 
Rockin’ Lock-in in the evening.
     Our Block is full of pride for our awesome 
school!  While our students, faculty and staff 
are always full of Bengal Pride, and thankful for 
the wonderful community here at St. Ben’s, it 
is wonderful to have a week that encompasses 
many of the gifts and talents that make this 
place so very special.  We would not exist as the 
vibrant Catholic School that we are without the 
support of such a great parish community.  On 
behalf of all of us at St. Benedict Preparatory 
School, thank you for your continued support 
and prayers for our school.  

Wednesday, January 31st 
Special Catholic Schools Week Java with Gemo
With Special Guest, Kim McMillan, 
Parish Youth Ministry Director 
8:15 to 9:30AM in the Secondary School Library

Topic: The Seven 7 “C’s” of 21st Century Learning and Book Club Kick Off 

What are the 7 C’s of learning that St. Benedict Preparatory School imbeds in our 
educational experience, and how can parents support this faith and academic 
formation? Ms. Gemo and Ms. McMillan will introduce two books, Becoming 

Brilliant: What Science Tells us about Raising Successful Children by Roberta Michnick Golinkoff, Kathy Hirsh-
Pasek and Sticky Faith: Everyday Ideas to Build Lasting Faith in Your Kids by Chap Clark and Kara Powell, have an 
introductory interactive discussion, as well as explain how the online “book club” will work throughout the weeks of 
Lent. We will have a “wrap up” in person final club meeting in April. Our goal is to begin conversations with parents 
about what makes for effective faith formation for your family as well as what are truly the important aspects of 
learning. We hope you join us! During Lent, fast from TV and social media and “feast” on good reading to spark 
your family’s growth. 
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MUSIC FOR JANUARY 28, 2018 The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance
641 What Wondrous Love Is This
704  You Are Mine (Sunday 6:30pm)

Gloria 
Missalette p.10 Mass of Redemption 

Daily Readings
1119

Offertory
704 You Are Mine
7646  There Is a Balm in Gilead 
 (Sunday 6:30pm)

Sanctus
Missalette p.75  Mass of Redemption

Memorial Acclamation
Missalette p.81  Mass of Redemption

Great Amen
Missalette p.75  Mass of Redemption

Lamb of God
236 Mass for a Servant Church

Communion Antiphon
Right

Communion
940 Take and Eat
948  Bread of Life from Heaven 
 (Sunday 6:30pm)

Recessional 
642 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
591 Praise to You, O Christ Our 
 Savior (Sunday 6:30pm)

On February 4th, 
our parish will 

participate in the

ANNUAL CATHOLIC 
APPEAL

in pew process.

Thank you for your 
generosity.

Communion  Antiphon

Antiphon Text: © 2010 ICEL
Music: Entrance Offertory and 
Communion Chants
© 2012 Peter R. Johnson

Help Wanted
Our parish is looking for an additional porter/janitor to join our 
maintenance team. Specifically, we are looking for someone available for 
various weekday evenings and weekend days. The position would require 
manual labor, minor lifting, room set-up and tear down, and general 
cleaning. If you are interested in applying or have questions, please 
contact Director of Finance, Geoff Pautsch, at gpautsch@stbenedict.com. 

FR. ROBERT'S HOMILY DURING THE FIRST GRADE 
FAMILY MASS ON JANUARY 21ST
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Sunday,  January 28th 
Mercy Home Taping
Join your fellow parishioners for a trip to 
Mercy Home for Boys and Girls for a Mass 
taping. The bus will leave St Ben’s after 
Daily Mass. Taping time is from 10:30 to 
12:45.  Refreshments will be served before 
and after the taping.  Contact Elaine 
Lindia, Pastoral Associate at (773) 509-
3806 or e-mail her at elindia@stbenedict.
com to sign up!  

Tuesday February 27th
Lunch and Stations of 
the Cross
Please join the Over 50 Club for lunch 
followed by Stations of the Cross led by 
Fr. Robert on Tuesday, February 27th 
in our church basement. Lunch will be 
served at 12:30 PM. Please contact Ellen 
at the Rectory to sign up by Wednesday, 
February 21st so we have an accurate 
count for lunch.  We hope you will join us!

Wednesday February 28th
Senior Breakfast at Dappers
The Senior Breakfast at Dappers will take 
place on February 28th, at Dappers on 
Addison. The bus, driven by Jeremy, will 
leave after the 8:30 Mass or you can meet 
us there around 9:30. all are welcome and 
we look forward to seeing you there!

Questions about Senior Ministry? 
Contact Mrs. Elaine Lindia at 
773-588-6484 ext. 5101 or email 
to elindia@stbenedict.com.

Sunday, January 28
January Wine & Cheese 
Social after 6:30pm Mass
Our monthly Wine and Cheese 
Social will pick up again on January 
28th immediately after the 6:30pm 
Mass. Join us, and bring a friend as we 
informally gather in the basement of 
the church to enjoy snacks, drinks, and 
fellowship.
Sunday, February 11, after 
10:30am Mass
February Sunday Brunch
Join the Young Adult group for 
our monthly Sunday Brunch on 
February 11. Come for 10:30am 
Mass and then meet up in the back 
of church to head to a local haunt 
for brunch. 
Thursdays, 7:30pm, February 
15 through March 22
Lent Faith Sharing 
Group Our Lenten Young Adult 
Faith Sharing Group will meet 
Thursday evenings 7:30-9:00pm in 
the rectory every week from February 
15 through March 22. This is a great 
way to enhance your lenten journey by 
taking time out of your week to engage 
more deeply with our faith and with 
scripture. Feel free to join us for some 
or all of the sessions.

Sunday, February 25
February Wine & Cheese 
Social after 6:30pm Mass
Join us, and bring a friend as we 
informally gather in the basement 
of the church to enjoy snacks, 
drinks, and fellowship.

4

MINISTRIES

Youth 
Ministry

Young Adult 
Ministry

Over 50
Club

February 4th
BINGO St Paul House 
(meet at 1:30 at Secondary School 
Gym doors~we will walk over)

February 4th 5:00pm
Open Gym
(All 8th grade thru High school 
age students are welcome!)

February 18th
Making Dinner at 
Hines RMH (leaving the 
parish at 4:00pm)
Sign up here: http://bit.ly/
StBenYMJanFeb

Questions about Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry? 
Contact Ms. Kim McMillan 
at 773-509-3841 or email to 
kmcmillan@stbenedict.com 
for more information.
Visit our webpage at 
http://bit.ly/StBenYouthMinistry

TODAY! TODAY!
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Coming this summer Vacation Bible School
Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus
July 15th through the 19th from 6:30 until 8:30 for 6th graders 
through High School, we will engage in conversations about faith as well 
as train volunteers to assist with the younger children the following week.

July 23rd through 27th from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm for 
Kindergarten up to 5th grade.

5

ADULT & CHILD CATECHESIS

Conversations
Catechetical

Upcoming Catechetical 
Conversation:
February 12th, 2018 
“The Center of Our Lives 
is the Eucharist”
This is a presentation and 
conversation on the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion. All 
parents of children receiving 
the Sacrament should attend, 
but all parishioners are invited 
to attend. 7pm in the Church.

Seventh Grade Confirmation Retreat
We will be holding a retreat on Saturday February 3rd from 2 pm until 6 pm for seventh 
graders preparing for Confirmation in 2019. The retreat will take place in Beaven Hall 
and dismiss in the Church at 6 pm. This is a great opportunity for all of the seventh 
graders in our faith community to get together for a day of reflection and activities 
led by Daniel Hughes, Director of Catechesis, Kim McMillan, Youth Minister, with a 
presentation by our Pastor Fr. Steve.

St. Ben's Youth Ministry Hits 
the Slopes!
On January 15th we enjoyed our 
Annual Youth Ministry Ski Trip to 
Wilmot Mountain. The temperature 
and the snow conditions contributed 
to a great day of skiing.

Welcome RCIA Candidate Adam Shortlidge
My name is Adam Shortlidge. I was born in Evanston, 

IL the son of a Baptist mother and Lutheran father. I have been an art teacher in Chicago 
Public Schools for the past 19 years.  I also work as a professional freelance artist on the 
side when I’m not teaching.  I met my lovely wife, Irene (also a CPS teacher) at the school I 
currently teach at, Darwin.  We have two wonderful children, Emma(9) and Dylan (6), who 
we’re both baptized at St Ben’s.  What brought me to St. Ben’s was my wife had always wanted 
to become a parishioner there, and we decided that it would be a wonderful place to worship 
and baptize our children.  My journey through the RCIA process has been a very uplifting 
experience for me, and I feel I have become closer and closer to God and this church each and 
every week.  I have gained many friends along the way in RCIA, and have learned to embrace 
the Catholic faith.
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HUMAN CONCERNS AND OUTREACH

Common Food Pantry Collection
We are grateful for all those who have shared their 
generosity towards the Common Food Pantry. Food 

drop-off weekends are always the 
3rd weekend of the month. The next 
drop-off weekend is February 17th 
& 18th. Please note: Non-perishable 
food and personal care items are 
always welcome but please do not 
include any recyclables with your 
donation such as paper and plastic 
bags. Thank you! 

Sunday February 18th -  10 am Beaven Hall 
Presentation on Mental Illness
What can our Faith Community do to support those 
with mental illness and their families? 
On Sunday February 18th, after the 9 am Mass, 
come to Beaven Hall where Deacon Tom Lambert 
will give a presentation about mental illness. The 
dignity of the individual is paramount in our belief 
that we are all created in the image and likeness of 
God. Our language and our actions should reflect 
that belief. When talking about mental illness, we 
should use “people first language.” We refer to people 
as the person they are - not the disease they have. 
So we say “a person who has a mental illness” or 
“a man or woman with a mental illness.” We avoid 
referring to people using terms like “the mentally ill” 
or “the depressed,” or even worse terms.  We all want 
to be known for the person we are not the illness 
we have. We are more than the illness we have! As 
people of compassion and justice we should never 
use stigmatizing language or demeaning terms when 
referring to people with an illness. Come and learn 
more on February 18th!

Ministry of Consolation and Compassion 
training sessions
In preparation for our grief support ministry, Catholic 
Cemeteries will be providing training here at St Ben’s 
on Saturday, February 17th and March 3rd, 2018. If 
you are interested in being part of this ministry, please 
contact Elaine Lindia at (773) 509-3806 and she can 
register you for the training session.  Each session 
will be held from 9 am to 3:30 pm. The Minister of 
Consolation and Compassion expresses the love and 
compassion of the parish and of God in times of loss.  
Search within your heart and consider being part of 
this ministry.  

Volunteer opportunity for baby boomers:
A chance to make a difference for Chicago 
Seniors
Little Brothers – Friends of the Elderly is looking 
for baby boomer volunteers to help alleviate 
isolation and loneliness among Chicago seniors.  
Little Brothers-Friends of the Elderly is a national 
network of nonprofit volunteer-based organizations 
committed to relieving isolation and loneliness 
among the elderly. We offer to people of goodwill the 
opportunity to join the elderly in friendship and the 
celebration of life. We offer a special opportunity to 
baby boomers who want to join our volunteer team-
-a flexible schedule of two days a week. You will 
be matched with 10 elders to visit twice a month, 
visiting elders where they live or taking them out 
for small outings.  You will also be part of team 
meetings and participate in trainings about elder 
issues. You will need access to a car. We provide 
a volunteer stipend, pay for outings and provide 
mileage reimbursement. If you are interested please 
contact Christine Bertrand at 312-455-1000 or email 
cbertrand@littlebrotherschicago.org.
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EVENTS AND PARISH LIFE

SATURDAY, MARCH 3RD!
Watch the mail for your invitation!  

We hope you will join us at our new venue, 
Morgan MFG, as we celebrate the wonderful 

faith community that is St. Ben's.
Seniors will have special pricing and bus 

transportation to and from the event.  
Please call Mr. Accardi at 773.509-3832 for 

more details or visit our website at 
tinyurl.com/sbpsgala2018.

DONUT SUNDAY – January 28!  
If you’ve kept that New Year’s resolution 
to lose weight Congratulations!  Reward 
yourself on Sunday January 28 by coming 
to our Holy Name Society’s donut Sunday 
after mass.  Donuts and refreshments 
available for a reasonable price but fun 
and good feelings are free!

           

St. Benedicts Alumni Association & Knight of Columbus #15052 
5th Annual Scholarship Lenten Fish Fry’s   
Friday’s: February 16 & March 16 - 5:30- 8:30 PM  
Beaven Hall 
Prices: (All you can eat)    
Adults $10  
Seniors $7 
Children $5 (Children 4 and under)  
For information or presale tickets please contact 773-509-3836 or visit http://alumni.stbenedict.com 

St. Benedicts Alumni Association & 
Knight of Columbus #15052
5th Annual Scholarship Lenten Fish Fry’s  
Friday’s: February 16 & March 16
5:30- 8:30 PM in Beaven Hall

Prices: (All you can eat)  
Adults $10     Seniors $7
Children $5 (Children 4 and under) 
For information or presale tickets please contact 
773-509-3836 or visit http://alumni.stbenedict.com

ALUMNI

ST. BENEDICT

ALUMNI

ST. BENEDICT

TODAY!



Our parish school is a vibrant, thriving, faith-filled place where each child can discover his or 
her talents and develop them in partnership with parents to accomplish good in our world. 
To celebrate this gift, we have many fun activities planned for the week that celebrate our 
Catholic School: Saint theme guessing jars, thank you cards, mystery readers, surprise 
snacks, door decorating contests, pep rallies and a talent show to name a few. 
Remember to stay connected on Facebook to see photos of our daily activities! 

Sunday, January 28th   
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK MASS AND OPEN HOUSE 
Please join us at 10:30am for mass to celebrate the start of Catholic Schools Week! 
Join us after from 11:30AM-1:00PM for our Open House. 
• Come see your child’s classroom
• Learn about next year’s grade 
• Visit the teachers you love! 
• Open to new families and St. Ben’s Religious Ed Families
• Learn about the Tax Credit Scholarships and how YOUR family may be eligible 

Thursday, 
February 1st
SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
FOR PROSPECTIVE 
FAMILIES 8:30AM – 10AM
• Open to new families and St. Ben’s 
   Religious Ed Families 
• Come see our school in action 
• Tours and presentations available
• Ask us about the Tax Credit Scholarships that can help families afford a Catholic
  education for their children 

The Mission and Vision of a 
Catholic School is Important 
to the Future of Our Faith 
Community at St. Benedict 
Last February we announced that we will be phasing out the high school levels of our parish school and focus solely on 
Preschool through Grade 8. We’ve had a PK-12 model here at St. Benedict since 1950, well over 65 years.  Now that this 
configuration is changing, it is a critical time to re-evaluate our Mission and Vision for our elementary school. The mission 
or the “WHAT we DO”, and the vision, “WHAT it looks like” will drive our decisions and actions as we transition over the 

Catholic Schools Week is Jan 28 - Feb 3, 2018
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: LEARN. SERVE. LEAD. SUCCEED.

coming school year and beyond. Mission statements and vision statements are more than just pretty, nicely 
worded documents that we frame and hang on a wall. If we do it right, we live it and breathe it day in and 

day out. 

We stand at a crossroads for our parish school and we have begun the re-writing of our 
foundational documents – mission, vision, profile of the graduate and school philosophy. To do this 
well, we require the input of our constituencies, our partners and our stakeholders. A few weeks 
ago, we gathered about 40 members – faculty, administration, students, parents, board members, 
alumni and parishioners – to begin to brainstorm the key aspects and tenants of these documents. 
One of our first activities was simply to cull together a list of the values and beliefs that unite us 
as a faith community. It was during this session I knew that we will articulate a vision for the 
future of St. Benedict’s parish school that will stand the test of time. I’ve shared some of these 
items below just to give our community a taste. Later this spring we will be unveiling the official 
outcome of our work. During national Catholic Schools Week, we invite the members of our faith 

community to consider our parish school for their children. We have open houses and 
tours available. It is our desire that anyone who is an active member of our parish 
have access to the parish school. If it is a desire of yours, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out!  You can email Ms. Janet Gallagher, Director of Enrollment and Marketing, at 
jgallagher@stbenedict.com to get started.  

THE VALUES THAT UNITE US AT ST. BENEDICT PREP 
COMMUNITY:  We are united through a strong value in community where we provide 
multiple opportunities for students to join different communities within the larger 
community.  We teach our students to contribute – whether it’s student to student, 
student to teacher, or student to community.

UNIQUENESS AND DIGNITY:  We are united through holding strong values 
in uniqueness and its relationship to human dignity.  We instill in our students the 
belief that one cannot value oneself if s/he cannot value her/himself.  This is found 
in different programs such as the emphasis on inclusion, the Dignity Revolution 
movement, and our advancements in providing safe spaces.

INDIVIDUALIZED LEARNING AND PERSONALIZED LEARNING – 
TO BE THE BEST POSSIBLE YOU!

What are the Beliefs that Unite Us?

TEAMWORK:  While we are a large community, we believe that there is success in team 
effort.  We are a large community made up of smaller communities.  A key part of our 
successes are found through our different communities working together as a team 
to facilitate success.

DIVERSITY:  We believe in maintaining a large community of diverse backgrounds: 
professions, beliefs, and insights that blend together to create a supportive environment. 
We believe that each person is made in God’s image and likeness and therefore has infinite 
value and worth. We believe that every child as well as every member of the community takes 
an active part and responsibility to learn, grow, and develop their God-given gifts.
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STEWARDSHIP: Belong , Pray, Learn, Give, Serve

  

Sunday Giving
Sign-up today for secure automated giving to St. Benedict Parish and 
Preparatory School. Simply go to www.GiveCentral.org to start giving by 
selecting  St. Benedict Church - Chicago, or you may also donate by visiting 
the link on our parish and school website. If you 
need assistance signing up or have questions 
about the program, contact our Director of 
Finance, Geoff Pautsch, at (773) 588-6484 
x5109. Thank you for your remarkable 
generosity to the parish.

Extraordinary Appeal 2015-2020
Forward In Our Faith: Our capital campaign continues to be extremely successful, with overwhelming donations. If you 
haven’t done so already and you wish to make a contribution or a pledge to this campaign, please speak to Father Steve. 

Many of our parishioners have probably already received a mailing from Cardinal Cupich asking that you 
make a pledge to the 2018 Annual Catholic Appeal. We ask all of our parishioners to please respond 
generously to this appeal.

The appeal supports both parish and archdiocesan ministries. In addition, the appeal is also one of the 
largest philanthropic sources of financial support for Catholic schools in the archdiocese. The appeal also 
funds services that are of great help to other ministries offered here in our parish and around the world:

• Capital and operating grants and scholarships for parishes and schools serving economically 
disadvantaged communities

• Training of volunteer religious educators to conduct parish religious education programs; 
recruitment, education and formation of lay ministers and deacons

• Continuing education and ongoing spiritual formation of priests
• Catholic Relief Services for aid to the poor in foreign lands
• Ministries of care and comfort to those in need
• SPRED (Special Religious Education) in over 100 parishes
• Office of Respect Life – Chastity/Abstinence programs for youth, dignity of life from conception to 

natural death.

This year, the theme of the appeal is “Come, Follow Me.” We have all received God’s love. By 
financially supporting the ministries and services funded by the Annual Catholic Appeal, we help to 
extend God’s love to many, many others.

As you review the mailing from Cardinal Cupich, please note the ministries and services funded by the 
appeal, including the ones that directly support the work of our parish. Then, please give generously. 
Please note: When our parish reaches its goal of $47,841 in paid pledges, we will receive 100% of the 
additional funds for continued heating upgrades to our parish plant. This goal represents 6% of our 
offertory income. In 2015 and 2016, our goal was lessened by 50% and 25% respectively because of our 
participation in the To Teach Who Christ Is campaign, which is tied into our Forward in Our Faith
campaign.

Because of your immense generosity over the last several years, the following special programs and 
projects were accomplished with our parish rebate:

2013 appeal – Debt Reduction (Rebate received: $38,266.10)
2014 appeal – Youth ministry program and new parish youth minister (Rebate received: $41,771.02)

2015 appeal – Heating upgrades including thermostatic controls (Rebate received: $81,051.59)
2016 appeal – Energy-efficient upgrades to our aged heating plant (Rebate received: $58,349.78)

2017 appeal – Condensation pump stations (Rebate received: $48,858.34)
The 2018 appeal rebate will again go towards special projects in our parish (Rebate goal of $50,000)

On the weekend of February 3 and 4, our parish will participate in the “in-pew” appeal process. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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     The appeal supports both parish and archdiocesan 
ministries. In addition, the appeal is also one of the largest 
philanthropic sources of financial support for Catholic schools 
in the archdiocese. The appeal also funds services that are of 
great help to other ministries offered here in our parish and 
around the world:
• Capital and operating grants and scholarships for 
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     This year, the theme of the appeal is “Come, Follow Me.” 
We have all received God’s love. By financially supporting 
the ministries and services funded by the Annual Catholic 
Appeal, we help to extend God’s love to many, many others.
As you review the mailing from Cardinal Cupich, please note 
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please give generously. Please note: When our parish reaches 
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the additional funds for continued heating upgrades to our 
parish plant. This goal represents 6% of our offertory income. 
In 2015 and 2016, our goal was lessened by 50% and 25% 
respectively because of our participation in the To Teach Who 
Christ Is campaign, which is tied into our Forward in Our 
Faith campaign.
     Because of your immense generosity over the last several 
years, the following special programs and projects were 
accomplished with our parish rebate:

2013 appeal – Debt Reduction (Rebate received: $38,266.10)
2014 appeal – Youth ministry program and new parish
                           youth minister (Rebate received: $41,771.02)
2015 appeal – Heating upgrades including thermostatic
                           controls (Rebate received: $81,051.59)
2016 appeal – Energy-efficient upgrades to our aged heating
                           plant (Rebate received: $58,349.78)
2017 appeal – Condensation pump stations 
                          (Rebate received: $48,858.34)

The 2018 appeal rebate will again go towards special projects 
in our parish (Rebate goal of $50,000)
On the weekend of February 3 and 4, our parish will 
participate in the “in-pew” appeal process. Thank you in 
advance for your generosity.

Sunday Collection
“In Pew” Sunday Stewardship (January 21)  $     4,397.33
GiveCentral Stewardship (through January 21) $     6,357.00
Total weekly collection  $   10,754.33
Total weekly goal  $   13,750.00
Fiscal year collection (to-date)  $  383,825.71
Fiscal year goal (to-date)  $  412,500.00
Surplus (Under)  $   (28,674.29)

Pledged (to-date)   $  4,697,922.00
Challenge Goal    $ 6,200,000.00
Income: Gifts and Donations  $ 2,859,403.88
Income: Interest    $         10,607.29
Expense: CCS Consulting   $   (198,000.00)
Expense: Our Lady of the Snows Endow. $     (20,000.00) 
Expense: WJE Structural Report  $     (41,500.00)
Expense: To Teach Who Christ Is  $    (157,058.00)
Expense: materials, events, postage, fees $     (40,347.82)

Expense: WJE (Church project)  $     (12,353.90)
Expense: Church Restoration  $     (16,540.00)
Expense: Mortenson Roofing (Payouts) $ (1,614,125.00)
Expense: Architect (Building 4)  $      (18,750.00)
Balance: January 21, 2018  $    751,336.45
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projects were accomplished with our parish rebate:

2013 appeal – Debt Reduction (Rebate received: $38,266.10)
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2015 appeal – Heating upgrades including thermostatic controls (Rebate received: $81,051.59)
2016 appeal – Energy-efficient upgrades to our aged heating plant (Rebate received: $58,349.78)

2017 appeal – Condensation pump stations (Rebate received: $48,858.34)
The 2018 appeal rebate will again go towards special projects in our parish (Rebate goal of $50,000)

On the weekend of February 3 and 4, our parish will participate in the “in-pew” appeal process. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
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Please Pray for Healing. Please call Elaine Lindia at 
773 588-6484, ext. 5101 to add your name or the name of an immediate 
family member for whom you would like the parish to pray for healing.

Nicholas Bednarz
Joe Butler
Richard Butzen 
Christian Morales 
Canas
Kevin Cronin 

Michael De Quattro
Zachary Gemo
Christopher Haire 
Neal Knudsvig 
Ivan Morales 
David Murcio 

Scott Murray 
Kirk Perisin
Kevin Powers 
Leigh Anne Swafford 
Marco Vallejo

Our Armed Forces 
Please pray for the safe return of all men and women in 
the armed forces - especially those in our parish family.

Sharon Hayes
Elise Herald
Eleanor Herkert
Jeff Heusser
Nolan Hey
Dan Hickey
Frank Horvath
Art Hundreiser 
Karaen Iacovelli
Emma Irizarry
Irving Irons 
Dorothy Jacob
Marilyn Jerger
Mike Kain
Lynne Kattner
Mary Ann Kattner
Bunny Kelly
Mary C. Kineavy
Patricia Ann King
Kenny Kopulos
Barbara Kucera
Leslie Kufner 
Maryanne Kufner
Scott Leone
Ethan Li
Corazon Litorja
Paula Gumler Lopat
Don Lopat
Encarnacion Lucio
Juliette Lyng
Janet MacDonald
Violeta S. Magnabijon
James Maltezos
Benecio Martinez
Amy Mateo 
Benjamin Mazzone
Gerardo Mazzone
Kevin Miller
Lois Monson
Mattie Morales
Lily Moran

Patrick Morris
Elaine Nelson
Judi Newbold
Anita Nuccio
Joseph Olson
Lori Ott
Robert Ott
Vikki Pagan 
Teopista Pellerin
Mary Phillips
Christine Pietschmann
Kathleen Pietschmann
Catherine Polster
Frank Pudlo 
Rowan Quinain, Sr.
Theresa Raatz
Gloria C. Recede
Daanish Rizwan
Jason Rowe
Mary Ann (Kattner) Rupp
Martha Ruscheinski 
Denise Schilz
Angela Schuman
Joseph Sepeczi
Alison Serafini 
Lisa Sherbondy
Frank Somogyi
Melvin Soult
Nancy Sternik
Jim Strzalka
Christine Sylvano
Katherine Thompson
Luka Tomasicyk
Rose Ann Vargas
Sofia Vitale
Laura Van Zandt
Melinda Voitus
Helene Wieland
Ken Woodhouse
Hubert Yamane
Irene Zuponeck

Jane Abrahamson
Russell Altizer
Thomas Arra
Raven Barron
Judy Bartley
Dawn Bedel
Audrey Bickel
Dolores Bielski
Maureen Black
Debora Boyce
Karen Breen
Raymond Brefeld
Teresita Bugasto
Laura Burns
Glenn Cajandig
Yvonne Carter
Ricardo Cataylo
Eugene Caulfield
Sue Coston
Chris Coulon
Susan Cronin
Paul Davis
Richard Davis
Frances DeVine
Susan Duffy 
Louise Efrosinis
Marie Aluise Ekstam
Sue Fahey
Pamela Fasel
Agnes Firek
John Fishburn
Mary Flatley
Sally Gilger
Gloria Goerner
Sandra Gould
Helen Greene
Joyce Guccione
Rita Gumler 
Eleanor Haberkamp
Robert Hallis
Kelley Halper

 
Masses for the Week

 LUZ MARIA DONATO                   

Saturday, January 27 - Weekday; St. Angela Merici,   
 Virgin and Religious Founder; Blessed 
 Virgin Mary  
8:30 am Cardinal Joseph Bernardin
5:00 pm     Ronald Egan - Egan Family
 Aunt Mimi - Gibbons Family
 Paddy O'Neill - Aideen O'Neill and Emmet Gallagher

Sunday, January 28 - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am Irene Frances Markarian  - Mary, Charles, Sophia, 
 and Gianna Trimarco
9:00 am Micheal Molloy - The St. Benedict Parish Community
 Peter Kattner - Michael O'Malley
 Jimmy Boyle - Friend
10:30 am Special Intention for Helene Wieland
12:00 pm Benefactors & Members of St. Vincent de Paul Society
 Thanksgiving for Jorge and Aurora Cortes
6:30 pm Micheal Molloy - Marge Lawlor and Christa O'Keefe

Monday, January 29 - Weekday
8:30 am Jeff Stramel - His mother and family

Tuesday, January 30 - Weekday
8:30 am Sister Ethel Grace Wayerski SSSF (Bernardino) - 
	 The	St.	Benedict	Alumni	Office
 Rosario M. Baylon - Jorge and Aurora Cortes
 Shelley Ann Felipe -	Aunt	Grene	Hofilena

Wednesday, January 31 - St. John Bosco, Priest
8:30 am Special Intention for Gloria Recede - Family
 Sister Marie Irene - Friend
 Shelley Ann Felipe -	Aunt	Grene	Hofilena

Thursday,  February 1 - Weekday
8:30 am Mary Schoen - Alan
 Special Intention for George Bratschi - Friend
 

First Friday, February 2 - The Presentation of the Lord
8:30 am Joe Babbo - Joe and Kathy Minneci
 

First Saturday, February 3 - Weekday; St. Blaise,
 Bishop and Martyr; St. Ansgar, Bishop; 
 Blessed Virgin Mary
8:30 am Special Intention for Bobbie Waldie - Friend
5:00 pm     Brother Nicholas "Nick" Geimer - The St. Benedict   
 Parish Community
 
Sunday, February 4 - Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am Irene Frances Markarian  - The St. Benedict Parish   
 Community
9:00 am Edward Kestler - Family
 Peter Kattner, Jr. - Janet Gallagher and Ben and 
	 Jeff	Olson
 Eric Roner - Friend
10:30 am Joseph Babbo - Leslie Fisher
 Joseph Babbo - Corazon Lopez
12:00 pm Thanksgiving for Jorge and Aurora Cortes
 Tony Sondgerath - Delia Dino and Family
6:30 pm Cardinal John Cody

Wedding Banns
I - Audrey Pienton and Jonathon Seaman

Baptisms
Charlotte Mackenzie Boewadt, daughter of Travis Boewadt and   
    Jacquilene Bernardo
John Thomas, son of John and Trisha Reynolds

JULIAN ARES
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SPIRITUAL LIFE

In this group we learn to become like a container of sacred space as a group to provide a secure connection between the 
individual’s inner world and the outer world.  Spiritual dream work affirms that our (nocturnal) dreams offer us support in 
our spiritual journey.  This work helps us towards living a guided life from within with the support of others and helps us to 
recognize the symbolic language of the soul. All dreamers are welcome and there is no experience necessary.  I encourage 
anyone who has been interested in their dreams, but has not had the opportunity to share and explore them further to 
attend.  This ongoing group will meet on the third Monday of each month at 7 pm until 9 pm in the basement of the rectory 
in the small meeting room. Please contact Rachel at rachelwinborn@gmail.com if you plan to attend.

Session Dates:  2/19, 3/19, 4/16, 5/21, 6/18

                   Facilitator’s bio: Rachel Winborn has been working with dreams for 10 years.  She is an artist and holds an
                    MA and MFA in Fine Art. Rachel is a certified Spiritual Director through the Haden Institute and Mt. Carmel 
                    Spiritual Centre in Ontario.  

SpiritualDream Group
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You are invited 
to join a 9-day Choir Pilgrimage 

with Saint Benedict Parish
Mr. Jeremy Kiolbassa,

 Director of Music Ministry
October 8 - 16, 2018

\

For more information contact 
Jeremy Kiobassa at jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com

To download the complete brochure, go to 
parish.stbenedict.com/music

Next Meeting: February 19th 7PM

THE SACRED 
LITURGY 

AT THE CENTER OF OUR LIVES
Join us for a morning of prayer, learning, and reflection as we explore the mysteries 

surrounding our divine worship. Discover the theology, history, and beauty of the celebration 
of the Eucharist, and get to know the “why” behind the way we celebrate liturgy.

SATURDAY 2.3.18 | 8:30AM
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: FR. BRADLEY ZAMORA

Director of Liturgy & Instructor at Mundelein Seminary 
MASS AT 8:30AM | KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT 9:15AM 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 10AM-11AM | EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
LUNCH PROVIDED AT NOON

This morning of reflection is free and all are welcome to attend. There will be a freewill offering to 
help defray the cost of hosting this event. If you plan to attend the luncheon, 

please RSVP by 1.25.18 to (773)588-6484 or jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com.

ST. BENEDICT CHURCH 2215 W. IRVING PARK RD.
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please RSVP by 1.25.18 to (773)588-6484 or jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com.

ST. BENEDICT CHURCH 2215 W. IRVING PARK RD.
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STEWARDSHIP: Belong , Pray, Learn, Give, Serve
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COMING UP AT ST. BEN’S JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2018

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

54 6 7 8 9 10
Mass at 7:30AM, 
Family Mass at 9AM 
& 10:30AM, Mass at 
12PM & 6:30PM
Church

Family Mass 
Hospitality after 9AM 
& 10:30AM Masses
Church Basement

Parish Library Open 
after 7:30AM, 9AM, 
10:30AM, & 12PM 
Masses 

Cub Scout Pancake 
Breakfast 
8:30AM-12PM
Beaven Hall

HSA Open Gym
1:30PM
Ackerman Center

Open Gym Youth 
Ministry
5PM
Gym

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM 
Church

Human Concerns 
Commission
7PM
Pine Room

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM
Church

Tiger Cub Scout 
Meetings
6PM
Beaven Hall

Zumba 
7PM
Cafeteria

Baptismal Preparation
7PM
Pine Room

Adult Choir Rehearsal
7PM 
Choir Area, Church

AA Meeting
8PM
Church Basement

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM 
Church

SPRED
3PM
SPRED Room

Cub Scout Bear 
Meeting
6PM
Beaven Hall

Weight Watchers
7PM
Church Basement

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM 
Church

Bitty Basketball
8AM
Ackerman Center

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM
Church

Zumba 
10AM
Cafeteria

Senior Zumba
11AM
Cafeteria

Reconciliation
11AM
Church

Mass at 5PM
Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM
Church

Cub Scout Wolf 
Meetings
5:45PM 
Church Basement

RCIA 
6:30PM
Heidenreich Hall

Boy Scout Meeting
7PM
Beaven Hall

Zumba
7PM
Cafeteria

Adult Choir Sectional 
Rehearsal
7PM
Choir Area, Church

Parish Life Meeting
7PM
Pine Room

Ravenswood 
Orchestra Rehearsal
7PM
SS LIbrary

2928 30 31 1 2 3
Mass at 7:30AM, 
9AM, 10:30AM, 12PM 
& 6:30PM
Church

Donut Sunday after 
all morning and 
noon Masses
Beaven Hall

Cub Scout Pack 
Meeting and 
Raingutter Regatta
4PM
Heidenreich Hall

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM 
Church

Webelos II Den 
Meeting
7:30PM
Beaven Hall

Java with Gemo and 
Friends
8AM
SS Library

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM
Church

Zumba 
7PM
Cafeteria

Webelos I
7PM
Beaven Hall

Adult Choir Rehearsal
7PM 
Choir Area, Church

AA Meeting
8PM
Church Basement

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM 
Church

SPRED
3PM
SPRED Room

Weight Watchers
7PM
Church Basement

Retrouvaille Monthly 
CORE Meeting
7PM
Pine Room

HSA Uniform Resale
8AM
SS Library

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM 
Church

Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
and Benediction
9AM-12PM
Church

Elementary School 
Talent Show
1PM
Ackerman Center

Bitty Basketball
8AM
Ackerman Center

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM
Church

Zumba 
10AM
Cafeteria

Senior Zumba
11AM
Cafeteria

Reconciliation
11AM
Church

Mass at 5PM
Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30AM
Church

Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul
6:30PM
Pine Room

RCIA 
6:30PM
Heidenreich Hall

Zumba
7PM
Cafeteria

Boy Scout Meeting
7PM
Beaven Hall

Ravenswood 
Orchestra Rehearsal
7PM
SS LIbrary

OUR PRAYER BUDDIES MEET ONCE A MONTH TO WORK ON FAITH-BASED ACTIVITES
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Come Home to St. Ben’s!
    If you are visiting, we hope you enjoy your stay.  We’re glad you decided to join us in this celebration. 
If you are new to the St. Ben’s community, welcome home!  To become a registered parishioner, complete a 
Registration Form online at http://parish.stbenedict.com/becoming-a-parishioner/.  One of our Ministers 
of Hospitality will be glad to assist you. If you are a former parishioner or a graduate of our schools, we are 
glad to see you back home.  We hope you will return often. Contact Joe Accardi, Director of Alumni Relations 
at jaccardi@stbenedict.com.
    Our weekly bulletin, The Steward, tells you about parish life. Submissions for the bulletin are generally due 
by Friday at 9 am of the week previous to publication.  Electronic submissions are preferred via e-mail 
to bulletin@stbenedict.com. Flyers should be submitted in camera-ready format and will be used if space permits.
    If you would like to receive our online weekly newsletter-"The Block", please contact the rectory to be placed on our emailing list. 
    If you have any questions, please call the rectory at (773) 588-6484.  We look forward to hearing from you.
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PARISH INFORMATION

St. Benedict Parish and Preparatory School
ST. BENEDICT PARISH
Rectory: 2215 W. Irving Park Road, 
Chicago, IL 60618
Phone: (773) 588-6484  
Fax: (773) 588-4927 
Email: www.stbenedict.com 
Rectory hours: 8:30 AM – 8:00 PM 
(Monday-Thursday), 
9:30 AM – 6:00 PM (Friday), 
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (Saturday), 
9:00 AM – 1:30 PM (Sunday)

PASTORAL STAFF  
Rev. Stephen Kanonik, Pastor, ext. 5106, 
skanonik@stbenedict.com 
Rev. Robert Beaven, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Robert Pajor, Assoc. Pastor, 
ext. 5103, rpajor@stbenedict.com 
Elaine Lindia, Pastoral Associate, ext. 5101
elindia@stbenedict.com
David Reyes, Deacon, ext. 5110, 
dreyes@stbenedict.com 
Jeremy Kiolbassa, Director of Music 
Ministry, ext. 5107, 
jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com 
Daniel Hughes, Director of Catechesis, ext. 
1271, dhughes@stbenedict.com 
Kim McMillan, Director of Youth Ministry, 
ext. 5108, kmcmillan@stbenedict.com 
Co-Coordinators of the Kateri Center, 
Jody Roy and Lisa Franqui, ext. 7000
jroy@stbenedict.com, 
lfranqui@stbenedict.com

PARISH SUPPORT STAFF
Geoff Pautsch, Director of Finance, 
ext. 5109, gpautsch@stbenedict.com 
Ellen Roberts, Parish Manager, ext. 5104, 
eroberts@stbenedict.com 
Barbara Schneider, Accounting Manager, 
ext. 5114, bschneider@stbenedict.com
Maria Tubay, Director of Communications
ext. 2351, mtubay@stbenedict.com
Christine Clardy, Parish Office Assistant, 
ext. 5113, cclardy@stbenedict.com

ST. BENEDICT PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL 
Early Childhood (PK-K)
Phone: (773) 588-7851 
3901 N. Bell Ave, Chicago, IL 60618 

Elementary School (1-5)
Phone: (773) 463-6797 
3920 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618 

Middle School (6-8)
Phone: (773) 539-0066
3900 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618

High School (11-12)
Phone: (773) 539-0066 
3900 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618 

Rachel Gemo, Head of Parish School 
(PK-12), ext. 1220, rgemo@stbenedict.com   

Rachel Waldron, Head of Early Childhood, 
ext. 1380, rwaldron@stbenedict.com                                      

Mary Deletioglu, Head of Middle School, 
ext. 1250, mdeletioglu@stbenedict.com   

Dr. Erika Mickelburgh, 
Head of High School Transition, ext. 1253, 
emickelburgh@stbenedict.com   

THE COMMISSIONS OF 
ST. BENEDICT PARISH
If you are interested in learning more about 
or joining one of the many ministries at 
St. Benedict Parish or would like to volunteer 
time or talent, please call the rectory or 
contact the following person(s):
Parish Council Chair: Karen Cholipski
Finance Council Chair: Chris Graff
School Board Chair: Tim Urquhart
Catechetical Commission: 
Daniel Hughes and Kim McMillan
Education Commission: Rachel Gemo, 
Rachel Waldron, Mary Deletioglu, or 
Erika Mickelburgh
Human Concerns Commission:
Elaine Lindia
Parish Life Commission: 
Fr. Robert Pajor

Spiritual Life Commission: 
Fr. Stephen Kanonik and Jeremy Kiolbassa
MASSES AND SERVICES
Sunday Eucharist:  5PM Saturday 
7:30AM, 9AM, 10:30AM, 12 NOON, and 
6:30PM Sunday
Weekday Eucharist: 8:30AM 
Monday – Saturday
Holy Day Eucharist: 8:30AM & 7PM
Family Mass: Monthly
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: 
Tuesdays 9AM
Exposition and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament: First Friday of each 
month, 9AM – 12PM, in church.
Baptisms: Scheduled on all Sundays at 
1:30PM; on the fourth Sunday at one of the 
Masses. Baptism preparation class is required, 
usually before the birth of the child. 
Reconciliation: Saturdays, 11AM - 
12 NOON; seasonal celebrations, as posted; 
by appointment in the rectory. 
Weddings: Arrange with a priest at least 
four months in advance. Participation in 
marriage preparation is essential.  Please call 
the rectory.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA): For unbaptized persons or baptized 
persons interested in learning more about the 
Catholic faith and the process of becoming a 
Catholic.  Call the rectory.
Religious Education: Arrangements 
should be made for the religious education 
of children attending public schools with the 
Director of Catechesis. 
Handicapped Accessibility: An elevator 
is available for all Sunday Masses. Enter the 
church through the East door. Please call 
the rectory for weekday availability. 
Homebound: Call the rectory to arrange 
communion in home for those unable to 
attend Mass. 
Mass Intentions: Mass intentions may 
be requested for someone who is living or 
deceased, or to commemorate a birthday, 
special anniversary, or the anniversary of a 
loved one’s death.  Please call the rectory. 
 



Having Difficulty Dealing with our Stressful World? 
The Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic Charities provides 
counseling services at St. Matthias Parish.  Cheryl Joseph-Lukz, 
MA, LCPC is the therapist at St. Matthias.  Cheryl is a Licensed 
Clinical Counselor, and she has worked with individuals, couples 
and families for over 20 years.  Whether you’re having problems 
with personal relationships, work situations or are just feeling 
unhappy, “stuck”, or unfulfilled, we’re here for you.  We are in 
network with BC/BS PPO.  Please call (312) 655-7725.
 


