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I am the living bread that came down from heaven. -- John 6:51

St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Pray for Us
By Fr. Jason Malave, Pastor
Dear Family of Faith, 
    Please allow me to share the story about 
the Kateri Center.  About six years ago, 

Fr. Beaven was investigating uses for our Convent on 
Leavitt, between the Church and the School.  He listed 
our available Convent space with the Archdiocese of 
Chicago for anyone looking to rent space.  Much to his 
surprise, he received a phone call from the Anawim 
center, which was the name of the Center for Native 
American Catholics.  They were very interested in 
renting space because their space on Broadway in 
Uptown had become a bit dangerous.  They came by, 
looked at the Convent chapel, kitchen, dining room 
and office space, fell in love with the first floor and 
basement of the Convent and decided they had found 
their new home!   Fr. Beaven was thrilled and the folks 
from the Anawim Center were thrilled.  The folks from 
the Anawim center decided that, as they moved to the 
Convent of St. Benedict, they would use that opportunity 
to also change their name so as to be called by the newly 
beatified Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha.  Thus they moved 
into the Convent under the new name of the Kateri 
Center for Native American Catholics.   It has been here 
that they have welcomed Native American Catholics 
with joy, gathered around the banquet tables, celebrated 
Mass every month, and shared their culture, tradition 
and faith with their children.  For the past six years, it has 
been a wonderful experience of peace and prayer for all 
those who have come to call the Kateri Center home.  
    About two years ago, St. Benedict Parish and Kateri 
Center worked on a joint celebration of our Patrons.  St. 
Benedict’s feast day is July 11th and St. Kateri’s feast 
day is July 14th, and seeing as how she was entered 
into the Cannon of the Saints on October 21st, 2012, we 
thought it would be a great idea to celebrate the Feast 
of St. Benedict and the Feast of “the new” St. Kateri 
together, and so it happened in the Summer of 2013.  It 
was a great celebration that highlighted the faithfulness 
and intercession of both Saints.  Further, the Kateri 
Center has hosted Pow Wows and gatherings here 
on Campus in the Ackermen Center and Beaven 
hall for the past many years.  It has always been 
our joy and honor to extend the use of our great 
Campus to all the endeavors of the Kateri Center.     

    As you know, last Fall, we concluded the Master Plan 
of our Campus.  Obviously the Master Plan looked at 
the best use of all of our buildings for the long term.  As 
the results of the Master Plan became clear, but before 
we prioritized our plans, I shared with the leadership of 
the Kateri Center that the Convent would be slated for 
total renovation and re-purposing as the Parish Offices 
at some point in the future, perhaps three, five, seven 
or ten years in the future.  While this was certainly 
exciting times for St. Benedict, this news was a great 
loss and trauma for the Kateri Center as they started to 
think about having to move again.  Even though they 
were ministering in leased space, it had become home 
for the Kateri Center.   And even when we prioritized 
the projects and the Convent renovation wasn’t in the 
first phase, or even in the first five years, the sadness 
prevailed that they would eventually have to move.     
    Fast forward to the Installation of Archbishop 
Cupich.  One of his instincts, very early on, was that 
all five ethnic ministries of the Archdiocese, should be 
supported by a local Pastor.  While there was a “Pastor” 
watching over all five ministries, Catholic out reach 
to the Hispanic, African American, Asian, Polish and 
Native American Catholics, he was also “Pastor” to a 
dozen other ministries as well.  Archbishop Cupich 
asked that he find a way that a local “Pastor” journey 
with all five ethnic groups in a much more intentional 
way!  To that end, I was invited to journey with the 
Native American Catholic out reach, and the new Pastor 
of St. Hilary, Fr. Aloysius Funtila, was invited to journey 
with the Asian Catholic out reach.  As most things go 
in the the Church, without knowing exactly what I was 
being called to, I accepted the assignment with a sense of 
hope, love and unknowing.  It has been a couple months 
already, and I couldn’t be more thrilled to walk with our 
Native American brothers and sisters.   
    Unfortunately, the news of having to move out the 
Kateri Center was still a painful wound when I came to 

meet with the leadership of the Kateri Center for the 
first time.  It was a big transition for them, and for 
me, to go from “St. Benedict has plans for this 
building so may God bless you on your journey”, 
to “through the direction of Archbishop Cupich, 

the Kateri Center is now a permanent ministry 
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of St. Benedict Parish, as well as, connected to the 
Archdiocese of Chicago!”   That was a big transition for 
the Kateri center leadership and I admire them for their 
patience, kindness, and openness that they extended 
to me and the transition.  I could tell, very clearly, that 
while the “pastor” change was an unforeseen transition, 
their joy at being a permanent fixture and ministry 
here at St. Benedict Parish was palpable!   There is deep 
love for the old Convent building that houses the Kateri 
Center and there is a deep love for this neighborhood 
and the people of this neighborhood.  
    I have been reflecting lately on the the power and 
work of the Holy Spirit!  The Holy Spirit knew the souls 
and hearts of the people of the Kateri Center and their 
desire to always be connected to their new found home 
here, and the Holy Spirit used Archbishop Cupich to 
cement that reality, both in a permanent location and 
also in through hopeful revival of ministry.  The Holy 
Spirit found a way out of no way, and the Holy Spirit 
guided the instinct of our pastor, Archbishop Cupich.   
How often in our lives are we open to the prompting 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit?  How do we calm 
our hearts and souls in prayer to hear how the Spirit is 
guiding and directing our lives?  
    Finally, I would like to share a few of the many 
treasures that I have encountered at the Kateri Center.  
The first treasure is in the person of Georgina Roy.  
Georgina was the first Native American director of 
the Kateri Center since its inception over thirty years 
ago.  Georgina served for the past eight years and quite 
capably brought the Center from its old location to its 
new location.  Further, she increased ministries, worked 
on grant funding for the Center, took a pilgrimage 
group to Rome for the Cannonization of St. Kateri, 
and created a home for our Native American brothers 
and sisters.  Also part of the transition was Georgina’s 
retirement after many faithful and fruitful years.  She 
has every reason to be extraordinarily proud of the 
great work that she has done and the way that she 
has built the Kateri Center into the Center that it is 
today!   Georgina is a nationally recognized leader in 
the Native American community and I pray that she 
stay connected to the Kateri center as she heads into 
retirement.  Not only did she bring leadership to the 
Kateri Center, she is also an alum of our Christ Renews 
His Parish retreat here at St. Ben’s.  Kudos Georgina on a 
job well done.   
    The second treasure is the person of Lisa Franqui.  
Lisa has just been elected to the National Organizing 
Board for the St. Kateri Tekakwitha Conference held 

every year around the country to celebrate the life of 
our new St. Kateri.  She holds down a full time job, but 
also has time to lead the Center in prayer, look after 
the elders, help plan liturgies and contribute to the 
American Indian Center up the street on 1630 W. Wilson 
Avenue.  While many on the Leadership Circle are truly 
gifted people, I most admire these two women who 
have given so much to the Kateri Center over the past 
many years.  My kudos to you both. 
    Lastly, the liturgical treasure that  have experienced 
sporadically during my life, but re-encountered recently 
with the Kateri Center is the prayer at the beginning 
of the Mass to the four directions, sky and earth.  This 
is a particularly grounding prayer the invites each 
participant to turn slowly to each of the four directions 
in gratitude and homage for the gifts that we receive 
in our lives.   After acknowledging the four directions, 
we look to the sky to thank God for His presence in 
our lives, and then touch the ground to remember the 
sanctity of creation.  Every time I pray that prayer, I 
have the deepest sense of being grounded and one with 
creation.  There is no other prayer in my repertoire that 
settles and grounds me as much as that prayer.   Feel 
free to google it, it is beautiful.   
    Please pray for the great people of the Kateri Center as 
they grow to learn their new pastor.  Please also pray for 
the new Coordinator of the Center who will really serve 
as Pastoral Associate with responsibility for the building 
up of the Center.  Hopefully that person will be on 
board next week to coordinate the great and powerful 
ministry.   The Holy Spirit has a wonderful way of 
blowing and changing, redirecting and encouraging.  
May the Holy Spirit sustain and direct all of us to offer 
praise to the great Creator God and to his Son, our Lord, 
Jesus.   Please pray for me and know that you are in my 
prayers.   During the Eucharistic Prayer, if you hear me 
pray for St. Benedict, his sister St. Scholastica, and now 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha, you will know why.  God bless!   
In the service of Christ, Fr. Jason 



August 9, 2015                                                                  parish.stbenedict.com                                                                page          3

Religious Education Registration 
Now Open!
For public school families wishing to enroll in the 
religious education program, packets are available 
at the Rectory, by contacting Lisa or Nancy in 
the RE Office at (773) 588-6484 x 162, or by going 
online at http://parish.stbenedict.com/new-page. 
Religious education classes will begin again on 
Sunday, September 13 at 8:45 a.m.

Adult & Child Catechesis

Catechists Needed
We have a few catechist needs for both Sunday morning 
and Wednesday evenings. For Sunday mornings, we 
need catechists for Grades 3 and 5. For Wednesday 
evenings, we need catechists for Grades 2 and 6. 
Substitute catechists, catechist aides, and hall monitors 
are also always needed on either Sunday or Wednesday. 
High school teens most welcome to be catechist aides or 
to team teach with an adult. ALL adults working with 
children must be compliant with Protection of Children 
requirements.

Please consider being a part of this worthwhile ministry. 
Working with the children while they learn, and talk, 
about God is a true blessing. Questions? Contact Lisa 
at (773) 588-6484 x 314.

Catechetical Sunday - Sept. 20th
Catechetical Sunday will be on Sept. 20. We’ll have 
a blessing of catechists and school teachers at both 
the 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses.

Catechetical Conversation Series 2015-16
Please save the following dates! Discussions will be held 
monthly in the Church at 7 p.m. All adults and high-school-
aged teens are welcome. These adult education offerings are 
all held on Monday nights for your convenience.

Sept. 14 Confirming our Faith in Jesus
(parents of teens seeking Confirmation in 2016 should plan to 
attend this session with their teen)

Oct. 19 It Takes a Village to Protect God’s Children

Nov. 9 God has Reconciled the World to Himself
(parents of children seeking to celebrate their First Holy Communion
in 2016 should plan to attend this session; adults only, please)

Dec. 14 Living as a Holy Family: Talking to Your Child about Faith

Jan. 11 Family Life Night

Feb. 8 Cementing our Faith as Disciples of Jesus
(parents of teens seeking Confirmation in 2016 should plan to 
attend this session with their teen)

Mar. 14 The Center of our Lives is the Eucharist
(parents of children seeking to celebrate their First Holy Communion
in 2016 should plan to attend this session; adults only, please)

Apr. 11 Come Rest in Me: The Sacraments of Healing

Children’s Liturgy
Children’s Liturgy will begin again at the 9 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. Masses on Sunday, August 23. Interested in 
joining this ministry as a facilitator or helper? Please 
contact Lisa at lmersereau@stbenedict.com or (773) 588-
6484 x 314. Adults and high school teens most welcome.

RCIA
Are you interested in becoming a Roman Catholic?  Do 
you know someone who might be interested?  Our 
process will begin in September so please call 
or e-mail us if you have questions about it.  E-mail 
Lisa Mersereau, Director of Catechesis, at lmersereau@
stbenedict.com, call Lisa at (773) 588-6484 x 314, or 
feel free to contact Fr. Jason or Fr. Robert 
at the Rectory.  We look forward to 
answering your questions and 
hope to journey with you!
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Education

ST. BENEDICT PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
IS NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR THE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR.  
To be eligible for Preschool your child must be 3 on or before 
September 1, 2015 and must be potty trained.  To be eligible for 
Kindergarten your child must be 5 on or before September 1.  
Applications can be found on the school’s website or by stopping by 
the Preschool located at 3901 N. Bell.  We recommend submitting 
an application as soon as possible as space is limited. Tours of the 
preschool are scheduled for most Tuesdays at 9:00 am; Elementary 
school tours on Wednesdays at 9:30 am. To inquire about tour dates, 
to register for a tour, or if you have additional questions, please 
contact the Head of Early Childhood, Rachel Waldron, at (773) 
588-7851 or rwaldron@stbenedict.com for Preschool information or 
Janet Gallagher, at (773) 509-3814 or jgallagher@stbenedict.com for 
Kindergarten/Elementary School information.

Virtus Trainings Scheduled at 
St. Benedict Parish
Did you know that all volunteers for the parish 
and school need to complete “Protecting God’s 
Children Training?” Please register online if 
you’d like to attend.  Register at www.virtus.org 
and click on the link marked “registration.” 

Next Worshop Training Scheduled in Beaven 
Hall: Thursday, September 24th from 6 to 9PM

If you have any trouble signing up, please 
contact Geoff Pautsch at 773-588-6484 ext 203 for 
additional assistance. 

The 2015-2016 School Year Starts Soon!
    Please mark these important dates on your calendar:

  4

       August 24
• First Day of Secondary School
• Teacher Meet & Greet Grades 1-5

       August 25
• First Day of School - Grades 1-5
• Preschool Orientation

       August 26
• Kindergarten Orientation

     August 27
• Frist Day of School - Kindergarten
• Bye Bye Breakfast - Kindergarten

    September 1
• First Day of Preschool
• Bye Bye Breakfast - Preschool

    September 11
• Parent Mixer
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Human Concerns/Outreach

  5

Attention All Seniors!
Do you know that St. Ben’s Seniors gather at Dapper’s, 
2901 W. Addison, for breakfast every 4th Wednesday of the 
month?  We’ve missed seeing you there! The bus leaves from 
the front of Church after the 8:30 Mass or you can meet us at 
Dapper’s around 9:15.  We look forward to seeing you at our 
next gathering on August 26th.

Liturgical ministers needed for 
6:30pm Mass
Do you regularly attend the 6:30pm Mass? Are you 
interested in getting more involved in the life of the 
parish? Please prayerfully consider sharing your 
time and talent with the 6:30pm Mass community 
by becoming a Lector or Eucharistic Minister. 
Proclaiming the Word as a Lector and sharing the 
Body of Christ as a Eucharistic Minister are simple 
yet powerful ways to spread the love of God and 
grow in faith. The time commitment is minimal 
but the rewards are bountiful! If you are interested, 
please contact Elizabeth Kustusch at (773) 509-3806 
to set up a brief training. 

Lunches Needed!
We are currently very low on supplies for our daily 
sandwich program. Please consider providing 
lunches for our guests. We generally need about 25 
lunches per day (Monday – Friday). Lunch includes: 

-  One individually wrapped sandwich
   (bread, meat, cheese – no condiments)

- A bag of chips

- A bottle of water or juice

No time to make sandwiches? Please consider 
making a monetary gift to purchase supplies.
Questions? Please contact Elizabeth at the Rectory 
at: (773) 509-3806. Thank you for serving our 
neighbors in need!

St. Benedict Parish LifeSource Blood Drive - 
Sunday, August 9th
8:30AM – 2:30PM in Beaven Hall - Lower Level

To schedule your appointment please contact the parish office at 
773-588-6484. Appointments are strongly recommended. Lifesource 
blood reserves are extremely low at this time so please consider 
donating to save lives. Thank you for your support!

The Women’s Center: Bike/Hike for Life, Volunteers 
needed at the Center, and more!
Each year our counselors help approximately 3,000 women and 
their families. In our 31 years of service we have enabled over 
38,000 mothers to give birth to their babies and provided material 
and emotional help. We are funded by donations.
     Plan to attend our 5k Bike/Hike for Life on Saturday, 
September 12th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We’ll be at two 
locations: Chicago’s northwest side at Caldwell Woods 
(Milwaukee and Devon Avenues) and in Oak Forest at Yankee 
Woods near 167th and Central Ave. For information, phone Janet 
at 773-685-2531 or visit our website at 
www.womens-center.org.
    Have you felt God calling you to serve in the pro-life mission 
field? The Women’s Center is looking for new volunteers 
Mondays-Fridays at our Cicero Ave. location. We would 
especially love to find a retired man who can lift up to 40 
pounds to distribute baby furniture to clients on Wednesdays 
(or Thursdays) 10am-2pm. We would love to find ladies willing 
to assist clients in our Family Resource Room once or twice a 
month on Saturdays, 9am-noon or noon-3pm. We would love to 
find a willing volunteer to cover our Lobby Front Desk greeting 
clients Fridays 1-4pm. We also have an excellent opportunity for 
up to four people at a time to clean and prepare baby bottles for 
our “spare change campaign”. Please consider hosting a baby 
shower for mothers and babies. We can especially use new baby 
clothes 0-3 months, new bibs, baby hygiene products and size 
6 disposable diapers. If you are interested in volunteering or 
hosting a baby shower for us, please contact Paige at 773-794-8807 
or pscarlett@womens-center.org. 
    We need 6 infant car seat/carriers, 2 toddler beds, 4 pack n 
plays, and 4 swings. It will be a great help if you can deliver these 
to us. For our address, or if a pick-up by a volunteer is needed, 
please call773-794-1313.  The families who receive these things are 
grateful for your generosity.
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Stewards of Our Time, Talent, and Treasure

Parish Savings and Restricted Parish 
Funds Report (Reconciled as of June 30, 2015)
Build Our Future……........................................$     94,054.26 
From monthly parish collection and 10% of parish fundraising
Forward in Our Faith........................................ $   139,035.93
New Family Fee.….............................................$    132,910.43
Catholic Educational Endowment…..…........$    105,590.61
Special Restricted Savings................................$     65,218.78
Total savings balance:  $536,810.01

Treasure
Weekly Report for August 1st & 2nd
Your “In-Pew”  Sunday Stewardship..........$   8,077.35
GiveCentral thru 08/2/15.............................$  5,556.50
Total Weekly Collection..................................$ 13,633.85
Weekly Budgeted Amount............................$ 13,750.00
Fiscal Year Budgeted Amount........................$ 68,750.00
YTD Gifted thru 08/2/15.....................................$  63,120.48
Under/Over........................................................$ (5,629.52)

FAITHFORWARD IN OUR 
St. Benedict Parish and Preparatory School

FAITHFORWARD IN OUR 
St. Benedict Parish and Preparatory School

FAITHFORWARD IN OUR 
St. Benedict Parish and Preparatory School

$6.2 Million
Our Need/

Challenge Goal

As of July 19th, 
we have raised

 $4,515,169! 

INCOME
Cash, Stocks and 

Gifts Received

$345,804.08

EXPENSES
CCS consulting services, 

postage, printing, and media

$194,828.82

NET CAMPAIGN 
RESERVES

$150,975.26

CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Dear Family of Faith, 
    Since the two ‘in pew’ committment weekends that we hosted for our Capital Campaign, pledges have still been coming 
into the rectory!  Thank you!  That puts us at $4,515,169  pledged toward our Capital Campaign total need of $6.2 Million 
dollars.  This is so unbelievably generous and will make a huge impact on our future.  Thank you for your generous support 
of the Campaign!  And thanks to all the volunteers who worked so hard on the campaign to make us such a huge success.  I 
am so grateful for your generous spirit that has drawn us together tightly as a parish community.  Everyone pitched in to 
make this campaign a success; old, young, long time parishioners, new parishioners, single parishioners, families, families 
with kids in our School, families with kids in our Religious Education, large amounts, small amounts, everyone pitched in!  
Thank you!! As successful as we have been, this pledged amount includes only 15% of our registered parishioners to date.  
For sure a good number of parishioners have been through one, two, three, or four previous Capital Campaigns and might 
feel a little ‘campaigned out’.  This is certainly understandable.  But what about the hundreds of households who have never 
contributed to an extraordinary Capital Campaign like this?  Won’t you please consider a gift to this Campaign that secures 
our future so boldly?  Pledge cards are located at the St. Benedict Shrine near the Campaign banner.   Your gift will go a long 
way to make us secure for the future.  Please pray about your gift!  
    May God continue to bless you and those you love.  Please pray for me as I pray for you daily.  God bless, Fr. Jason

This Week at St. Ben's AUGUST 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Welcoming 
Weekend Masses 
at 7:30 AM, 9 AM, 
10:30 AM, 
12 PM &  6:30 PM
Church

Parish Library Open 
after 7:30 AM, 9 
AM, 10:30 AM and 
12 PM Masses

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Holy Name Society 
Meeting
7 PM
Sewing Room

Zumba
7 PM  
Beaven Hall

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM - Church

Yoga 
7 PM 
Ackerman Center

Bingo
7 PM
Gym

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM - Church

RE Catechist Dinner
6 PM
Heidenreich Hall

Zumba
7 PM Beaven Hall

Wedding Music 
Workshop
7:30 PM Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Weight Watchers
7 PM
Church Basement

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM - Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM 
Church

Zumba
10 AM Beaven Hall

Reconciliation
11 AM Church

Mass 
at 5 PM Church

1716     18 19 20 21 22 

Mass at 7:30 AM, 
9 AM and 10:30 AM 
12 PM &  6:30 PM
Church

Blood Drive
8:30AM - 2:30PM
Beaven Hall

Baptismal 
Preparation
11:30 AM
Church Basement

RCIC Meeting
1 PM
Meeting Room

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

HSA Monthly
Board Meeting
6:30 PM
Room 227 
Faculty Lounge

Zumba
7 PM  
Beaven Hall

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM - Church

Yoga 
7 PM 
Ackerman Center

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM - Church

Zumba
7 PM
Beaven Hall

Knights of Columbus 
Meeting
7 PM
Sewing Room

Facilities Committee 
Meeting
7 PM
SS Library

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Weight Watchers
7 PM
Church Basement

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM - Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM Church

St. Ben’s Buds
9 AM Rectory Garden

Zumba
10 AM Beaven Hall

Reconciliation
11 AM  Church

Welcoming 
Weekend Mass 
at 5 PM Church

Alumni All Class 
Reunion
5 PM Mass
Courtyard 
Celebraton 6 PM

109     11 12 13 14 15 
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Events & Parish Life

SAVE THE DATE! 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH

2nd Annual 
Bell Tower Open Golf Outing!

Sunset Valley Golf Course in Highland Park  
$165 Fee 

More details to come 
We are looking forward to making this event a success and a tradition

St. Benedict Prep 8th Annual

Baby & Kids  
Green Garage 

Sale 
Saturday, September 19th

8-11:30 am
($1admissionfee)

Power Hour– 12-1 pm
(no admission fee & everything ½ off)

AllSizesofKids&BabyClothes,Shoes&Outwear•MaternityClothes•HalloweenCostumes
Books,Movies&Music•Puzzles,Games&Toys Bikes, Trikes & Ride-ons • Kids’ Sports Equipment

Strollers•Baby Furniture• Baby Gear • And Much, Much More!

St. Benedict Preparatory School Gym, 3941 N. Bell St, Chicago
Corner of Irving Park Road & Bell St. (just east of Western Ave)
No strollers allowed in sale area • Stroller parking available in gym

LIVE! at Ben’s: Concert Lineup 2015-16
NEXT UP: 9.13.15 Colors of Autumn
Join us for the first concert of the 2015-16 season: 
A sparkling recital of solo piano music performed by concert 
pianist Akiko Konishi. The concert will take place at 3pm on 
September 13th in church. FREE ADMISSION and 
reception to follow.
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Spiritual Direction Ministry
Spiritual Direction is an ancient tradition. Its main purpose 
is to allow individuals to deepen with God by journeying 
alongside a soul friend.  These one to one monthly 
meetings gives the directee a sacred time to explore their 
personal relationship to God by discussing how they 
experience or don’t experience the movements of The 
Holy Spirit in their daily lives. The spiritual dimension 
can be mysterious and tough to navigate at times, so 
in this practice one’s discernment and reflections are 
closely listened to. The Spiritual Director is trained and 
experienced in sacred conversation and is able to hold the 
space in prayer for God’s grace.  Spiritual Direction does 
not tell you how to act or pray in a particular way, nor is it 
psychological counseling or psychotherapy. 
Personal Sessions: If you are interested in exploring 
one-to-one spiritual direction, contact Ellen Roberts at 
eroberts@stbenedict.com or by phone, 773-588-6484 
to schedule a preliminary meeting with a spiritual 
director. During the meeting, you will learn more about 
spiritual direction and financial contributions. (Financial 
contributions generally range between $35 to $65 per 
session depending on individual financial resources.)
Directors: Rachel Winborn  and Laura Field - For Directors 
bios, please visit our website at: www.stbenedict.com.
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Spiritual Life

World Wide Marriage Encounter (WWME)
Join the millions of couples worldwide who have learned 
how to keep their marriage vibrant and alive! Upcoming 
weekends: October 9-11. Contact: Kris & Jim McCulloch, 
(630) 577-0778, jkmcculloch945@sbcglobal.net

Retrouvaille…A Lifeline for Marriages 
The word Retrouvaille(re-tro-vi with a long i.) is a French 
word meaning rediscovery. This program helps couples 
heal and renew their marriages and offers tools needed 
to rediscover a loving marriage relationship. Upcoming 
weekends:  September 11-13 & December 4-6. Contact: 
Robin & Phil Kain, (773) 544-0498, 
robin.kain@yahoo.com

Weekend Retreat at New 
Melleray Abbey
A small group of St. Ben’s 
parishioners is going to attend a 
retreat at New Melleray Abbey in Dubuque, Iowa.  We 
will be leaving Friday morning, August 28th and 
returning Sunday, August 30th in the afternoon.   The 
cost is $150 plus transportation.  We will be carpooling for 
anyone interested.  We have reserved ten (10) rooms.  If 
you are interested in attending please contact Tom Kosnik 
at tgkosnik@yahoo.com or 312-527-2950.  

Music Ministry Kick-Off Soiree 8.26.15
Do you sing or play a musical instrument? If so, please join 
us for an evening of music and merriment! The evening will 
include live music, refreshments, and sing-a-longs. Please bring 
your instrument so you can join in, no auditions necessary! You 
will also be able to learn about and meet members from our 
parish ensembles, including: Adult Choir, Cantors, 6:30 Sunday 
Ensemble, Taize’, and Chorale. Also spend time meeting our 
talented and friendly music staff.  There is no obligation or 
pressure to sign up. Won’t you join us? This event will take 
place on Wednesday, August 26th at 7pm in Beaven Hall. 
We hope to see you there! 

Commemorative Hymnal 
Name Plates Order Form

Number of books:______

Total Payment (at $25/ea.):______

A gift from:___________________________________

In memory of (optional)

_____________________________________________

Commemorative Hymnal Name Plates 
Please consider helping the parish offset the cost 
of the new books by purchasing a commemorative 
name plate. 

Cantor Auditions 8.27.15
We will hold open auditions for all interested in 
becoming a volunteer cantor on August 27th at 
7:30 pm in church.  Prospective cantors are asked to 
prepare two pieces, sacred or secular, that showcase 
their music abilities. The ideal cantor is not so much 
a soloist as a leader of song. All voice types are 
encouraged to try out. For more info contact 
Jeremy Kiolbassa at jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com. 
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In Our Prayers
Please Pray for Healing Please call Elizabeth Kustusch 
at 773-509-3806 to add your name or the name of an immediate family 
member for whom you would like the parish to pray for healing. Masses for the Week
Weston Abplanalp
Jane Abrahamson
Anna Aguilera
Russell Altizer
Teresita Auza
Steve Banfield 
Raven Barron
Deacon Phil Bertolani
Maureen Black
Raymond Brefeld
Joey Burke
Ricardo Cataylo
Eugene Caulfield
Sue Coston
Chris Coulon
Susan Cronin
Robert DeMonte
Frank DeMore
Susan Duffy 
Louise Efrosinis
Margaret Eiden
Sue Fahey
Sandra Gould
Gigi Green
Helen Greene
Rita Gumler 
Eleanor Haberkamp
Elise Herald
Art Hundreiser 
Karen Iacovelli
Irving Irons 
Dorothy Jacob
Marilyn Jerger 
Nancy Kallao 
Susan Kestler
Leslie Kufner 
Maryanne Kufner
Liz Laats 
Suzie Libao
Juliette Lyng 
Janet MacDonald

Violeta S. Magnabijon
James Maltezos
Corazon Marasigan
Amy Mateo 
Benjamin Mazzone
Judy McDonnell
Charlotte McHugh
Sabina McManamon
Kevin Miller
Patrick Morris
Elaine Nelson
Lorraine Neumann
Judi Newbold
Dolores Noesen
Anita Nuccio
Joseph Olson
Robert Ott 
Teopista Pellerin
Mary Phillips
Christine Pietschmann
Kathleen Pietschmann
Catherine Polster 
Rowan Quinain, Sr.
Gloria C. Recede
Daanish Rizwan
Martha Ruscheinski 
Maralyn Samp
Denise Schilz
Joseph Sepeczi 
Lisa Sherbondy
Julia Sieja
Frank Somogyi
Nancy Sternik
Margaret Stevens
Jim Strzalka
Luka Tomasicyk
Rose Ann Vargas
Sofia Vitale
Laura Van Zandt
Helene Wieland
Sr. Fran Wohn
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Nicholas Bednarz
Joe Butler 
Christian Morales 
Canas
Kevin Cronin 
Michael De Quattro

Christopher Haire 
Jim Heilemann 
Neal Knudsvig 
Ivan Morales 
David Murcio 
Scott Murray 

Kirk Perisin
Kevin Powers 
Leigh Anne Swafford 
Marco Vallejo

Our Armed Forces 
Please pray for the safe return of all men and women in the 
armed forces - especially those in our parish family.

Sunday, August 9 - Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am Ed Kestler - Mary Lou Kestler & Family
9:00 am Consolacion “Connie” Legaspi - Fr. Jason and the   
 St. Benedict Parish Community
 Theresa Kattner - Mary Ann Kattner
 Rusalla Herico - Nympha Herico
10:30 am Anna Soehn - Family
 Colleen A. Moren - Dan and Cyndi Schuman
 Tim Fahey - Ken and Pat Woodhouse
12:00 pm Lou Schilz - Anne Hoellich
 Phil Lindio - Delia Dino and Family
6:30 pm Cardinal Francis George

Monday, August 10 - Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr
8:30 am Cardinal Francis George

Tuesday, August 11 - Saint Clare, Virgin
8:30 am Maria Dizon - Fr. Jason and the St. Benedict
 Parish Community

Wednesday, August 12 - Saint Jane Frances de Chantal,
 Religious
8:30 am Dennis McKenna - St. Benedict Alumni Office

Thursday, August 13 - Saints Pontian, Pope, and 
 Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs
8:30 am Theresa Kattner - Bunny Kelly

Friday, August 14 - Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and 
 Martyr
8:30 am Martin Istl, Jr. - Family

Saturday, August 15 - The Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary
8:30 am Jeff Stramel - Jessica Slomski
5:00 pm Marcus Hood - Fr. Jason and the St. Benedict 
 Parish Community

Sunday, August 16 - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am Robert Kestler - Mary Lou Kestler 
9:00 am Theresa Kattner - Lynne Kattner
10:30 am Victor Goite, BoyLao & Trinidad Glasparil - 
 Gloria Liza Goite 
 Sharlene Hennig - Adam Hennig & Family
12:00 pm Joseph & Augustina Oliva - Ben Oliva
 Louis “Lou” Schilz - Fr. Jason and the St. Benedict 
 Parish Community
 Erick Ticzon - Delia Dino and Family
6:30 pm Cardinal Francis George

Wedding Banns
III - Sarah Till and Brian Munin
I - Angelica Calixto and Albento Bolanos 

Baptisms
Addison Grace, daughter of Timothy and Tracy Samonds 
Caleb Andrew, son of Timothy and Tracy Samonds 
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Parish Information
Come Home to St. Ben’s!

St. Benedict Parish and Preparatory School
Rectory  (773) 588-6484
2215 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, IL 60618
Fax: (773) 588-4927      www.stbenedict.com
Rev. Jason A. Malave, Pastor, ext. 211, jmalave@stbenedict.com
Pastoral Staff
Rev. Robert Beaven, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Robert Pajor, Associate Pastor, ext. 207, 
rpajor@stbenedict.com
David Reyes, Deacon, ext. 209  dreyes@stbenedict.com
Elizabeth Kustusch, Pastoral Associate, ext. 206  
ekustusch@stbenedict.com
Sr. Helen Marie Kling, D.C., Pastoral Assistant, ext. 209
Lisa Mersereau, Director of Catechesis, ext. 314, 
lmersereau@stbenedict.com
Geoff Pautsch, Director of Finance, ext. 203, 
gpautsch@stbenedict.com 
Ellen Roberts, Parish Manager, ext. 200, eroberts@stbenedict.com 
Barbara Schneider, Accounting Manager, ext. 205,
bschneider@stbenedict.com 
Jeremy Kiolbassa, Director of Music Ministry, ext. 208,
jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com
Heath Winborn, Director of Operations, ext. 212,
hwinborn@stbenedict.com 
St. Benedict Preparatory School
Rachel Gemo, CEO, (773) 463-6797, ext. 404, 
rgemo@stbenedict.com
Joe Accardi, Mission Advancement Officer, ext. 324
jaccardi@stbenedict.com
 Early Childhood (PK-K) - (773) 588-7851
  3901 N. Bell Ave, Chicago, IL 60618
   Rachel Waldron, Head of Early Childhood, ext. 601
   rwaldron@stbenedict.com
 Elementary School (1 - 5) - (773) 463-6797
  3920 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618
   Nancy Feely, Head of Elementary School, ext. 400
   nfeely@stbenedict.com
 Secondary School (6 - 12) - (773) 539-0066
  3900 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618
   Erika Mickelburgh, Head of Secondary School, ext. 317
   emickelburgh@stbenedict.com
The Commissions of St. Benedict Parish
If you are interested in learning more about or joining one of the 
many ministries at St. Benedict Parish or would like to volunteer 
time or talent, please call the rectory or contact the following 
person(s):
Catechetical Commission: Lisa Mersereau
Education Commission: Rachel Gemo, Rachel Waldron,   
Nancy Feely, or Erika Mickelburgh

Human Concerns Commission: Elizabeth Kustusch
Parish Life Commission: Fr. Robert Pajor
Spiritual Life Commission: Fr. Jason Malave

Masses
Sunday Eucharist: Saturday - 5 pm; Sunday - 7:30 am, 9 am, 
10:30 am, 12 noon, and 6:30 pm
Weekday Eucharist: 8:30 am (M - Sat)
Holy Day Eucharist: 8:30 am and 7:00 pm

Devotions
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Tuesdays - 9 am
First Friday Devotion: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 
9am in church. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament: 2pm in 
church. Sacraments

(Please call the rectory)
Baptisms: Scheduled on all Sundays at 1:30 pm; on the fourth 
Sunday at one of the Masses.  Parents must be registered 
parishioners.  Baptism preparation class is required, usually 
before the birth of the child.  
Reconciliation: Saturdays, 11 am - 12 noon; seasonal 
celebrations, as posted; by appointment in the rectory.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): For unbaptized 
persons or baptized persons interested in learning more about 
the Catholic faith and the process of becoming a Catholic.  
Weddings: Arrange with a pastoral staff member at least four 
months in advance.  Participation in marriage preparation is 
essential.

Services
Rectory: The rectory’s hours are 8:30 am - 8 pm (M - Th); 
8:30 am - 6 pm (F); 9 am - 5 pm (Sat); 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
(Sunday).
Religious Education: Arrangements should be made for the 
religious education of children attending public schools.  Please 
call the Director of Catechesis.
Prayer Requests: If you are ill or have a relative who is ill and 
would like to be included in the list of prayer requests, please 
call the rectory.
Handicapped Accessibility: An elevator is available for all 
Sunday Masses.  Enter the church through the East door.  Please 
call the rectory for weekday availability.
Homebound: Call the rectory to arrange communion in home 
for those unable to attend Mass or to request a visit by the 
parish nurse.
Mass Intentions: Mass intentions may be requested for someone 
who is living or deceased or to commemorate a birthday, special 
anniversary, or the anniversary of a loved one’s death.  
Please call the rectory.
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If you are visiting, we hope you enjoy your 
stay.  We’re glad you decided to join us in 
this celebration.

If you are new to the St. Ben’s community, 
welcome home!  To become a registered 
parishioner, complete a Registration Form 
online at http://parish.stbenedict.com/
becoming-a-parishioner/.  One of our 
Ministers of Hospitality will be glad to 
assist you.

If you are a former parishioner or a 
graduate of our schools, we are glad to see 
you back home.  We hope you will return 
often. Contact Ben Mazzone at the Alumni 
Office at bmazzone@stbenedict.com.

Our weekly bulletin, The Steward, tells 
you about parish life. Submissions for the 
bulletin are generally due by Friday at 9 
am of the week previous to publication.  
Electronic submissions are preferred via 

e-mail to 
bulletin@stbenedict.com.  
Flyers should be submitted 
in camera-ready format and 
will be used if space permits.

If you would like to receive our online 
weekly newsletter-"The Block", please 
contact the rectory to be placed on our 
emailing list. If you have any questions, 
please call the rectory at (773) 588-6484.  



Dorothy G. Rewinski, D.D.S.
St. Benedict Alumnus
773-267-1818
1801 W. Irving Park

Chicago

ANNE BUTZEN
Legal Translations • Proofreading • Spanish to English

773/463-2938   Cell 773/678-6070
ANNE@LEPANTO.COM

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise. Prices begin at $1045
per couple which includes all port fees and taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary

offered. Deposit of only $100 per person will reserve your cabin.

Space is limited. Thanks and God Bless,
Brian or Sally, coordinators   860.399.1785

an Official
Travel Agency
of AOS-USA

Grein Funeral Directors

* Advanced Funeral Planning Available * Chapel Facilities Throughout Chicago And Suburbs * Flexible Pricing To Meet Your Individual Needs

2114 W. Irving Park Rd.                                              (773) 588-6336
000271 St Benedict Church (B)

RIGHT WAY SERVICE
Complete Auto Repairing

Alignment • Electrical • Computer
Brakes • Transmissions • Etc.

3912-18 N. Damen
773-549-9078

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

DRAKE & SON
FUNERAL HOME
CREMATION • PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

www.drakeandsonfuneralhome.com

5303 North Western Avenue

Chicago, IL 60625

773-561-6874
Owned and Operated by SCI Illinois Services, Inc.

Are you ever alone?
You’re never alone when you have a medical alert!
"I feel more independent, safe,
and secure with my medical alert."
Less than $1 per day
• No Long-Term Contracts
• Price Guarantee • A+ Rating with BBB
• Made and Monitored in the USA
Call Today to learn more
about our Special Offer.

1.877.801.8608 Toll Free

Call Frank Tucker
800.566.6170

www.jspaluch.com

Advertising here
helps your parish
& your business.

Piano Lessons
Our parish music director, Jeremy Kiolbassa, 
has 3 to 4 openings for new piano students in 
his teaching studio. All levels from beginning to 
advanced are welcome. For more information 
contact jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com.

SAVE THE DATE: 
October 24, 2015 
Hall of Fame Induction honoring Mrs. Kittler
Welcome Back Alumni Mass at 5 PM followed byAlumni 
Hall of Fame Induction Dinner honoring Mrs. Laurette 
Kittler 6 PM. Special Tribute Program for Mrs. Kittler at 
7:30 PM. For more information contact the Alumni Office 
at 773.509-3836 or email Mr. Mazzone, Director of Alumni 
Relations, at bmazzone@stbenedict.com.

Artisans , Crafters  and Donations requested!!!!
North Center Satellite Senior Center is looking for artisans 
and crafters to rent tables for upcoming annual ArtsFest, 
SENIOR KULTURA  on Sunday, September 27 from 12 
noon– 4 pm promoting the multi-cultural and diverse talent 
of senior artists and artisans  There will be a large array of 
items for sale including original art, ceramics, textiles, crafts, 
jewelry, bake sale and Raffles!  We are also looking for 
donations for basket raffles such as wine, spa items, kitchen 
ware.  Please drop off at the center at 4040 N. Oakley to the 
attention of Liza Martin.  Any questions call 312-744-4029 
or email lmartin@catholiccharities.net.  Please mark your 
calendar to attend the fabulous event.


